[1:2 A] 


[B] 


[C] 
[D] 
[E] 


[F] If it is later than that time, it is a matter of a miracle, and they do 
not sound the shofar on account of [needing] miracles. 


R. Berekhiah , R. Helbo, Pappa in the name of R. Eleazar: “There are 
times that rain comes on account of the merit of a single man, a single 
vegetation, a single field. 


“All of them may be proved by reference to a single verse of Scripture: 
‘[Ask rain from the Lord in the season of the spring rain, from the Lord 
who makes the storm clouds], who gives a man showers of rain, to 
every one the vegetation in the field’ (Zech. 10:1). 


““A man’— not men. 
““Vegetation’— not many sorts of vegetation. 


“Field’— not fields.” 


3:3 


[A] And so too: A town on which rain did not fall, 


[B] as it is said, “And I caused it to rain upon one city and caused it not to 


rain upon another city, one piece was rained upon and the piece 
on which it rained not did wither” (Amos 4:7) 


[C] that town declares a fast day and sounds the shofar. . 
[D] And all its neighbors fast but do not sound the shofar. 
[E] R. Aqiba says, “They sound the shofar but do not fast.” 


[1:1 A] 


[1:2 A] 


[B] 


[C] 
[D] 
[E] 
[1:3 A] 


Said R. Simeon, “It is written, “And I caused it to rain upon one city, 
and caused it not to rain upon another city, one piece was rained upon, 
and the piece on which it rained not did wither’ (Amos 4:7): the merit 
associated with a particular field is what did it.” 


It is for four reasons that rain comes from above [rather than 
depending on water rising up from the nethermost water, or having 
people rely upon irrigation from wells]: 


It is because of high-handed men [who would divert the current of 
irrigation ditches and invade others’ riparian rights]. 


It is because of noxious mist. 
It is so that the one above will drink water as does the one below. 
And it is so that all will look to heaven. 


It is because of the merit of three parties that rain falls: 


